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SUBJECT: U.S. ARMS EXPORTS TO GUATEMALA 


REF: A) STATE 64305 8B) GUATEMALA 13892 C) FBIS 
GUATEMALA PA0503014294, D) CRAIG/FERNANDEZ FAX, 3/28/94, 
E) 93 GUATEMALA 11404 

1. CONFIDENTIAL ENTIRE TEXT. 


2. THIS RESPONDS TO REF A WHICH ASKS FOR INFORMATION ON 
U.S. ORIGIN MUNITIONS EXPORTS TO GUATEMALA. 
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3. ECONOFF VISITED COL. ALFONSO TARZO DE LEON, CHIEF OF 
GUATEMALA’S DEPARTMENT FOR THE CONTROL OF ARMS AND 
MUNITIONS (DECAM), TO GAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
OVERALL MARKET AND THE GOVERNMENT’S CONTROL OF ARMS 
IMPORTS. DE LEON ESTIMATES THAT 70 PERCENT OF THE ARMS 
IMPORTED LEGALLY INTO THE COUNTRY COME FROM OR THROUGH 
THE U.S. OTHER MAJOR SOURCE COUNTRIES ARE BRAZIL, 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND SPAIN. MILITARY SOURCES GIVE A 1993 
TOTAL FOR ALL WEAPONS (RIFLES, SHOTGUNS, HANDGUNS, ETC) 
IMPORTED LEGALLY OF 5627. THIS TOTAL WOULD INCLUDE 
PURCHASES BY GOVERNMENT FORCES. THE SAME SOURCES HAVE 
ESTIMATED THAT THE OFFICIAL FIGURE REPRESENTS ROUGHLY 
ONLY 10 PERCENT OF THE GUNS COMING INTO THE COUNTRY. BY 


n/a 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE . — 


REVIEW AUTHORITY: SAM A. MOSKOWITZ 
DATE/CASE ID: 1 DEC 1999 199501501 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Page: 1 


euS 


Page: 1 


UNCLASSIFIED 
ee eg ce ee 


n/a 


FAR THE LARGEST SOURCE OF ILLEGAL WEAPONS IMPORTS IS 
THOUGHT TO BE THE UNITED STATES. 


4. REF. B DESCRIBED THE GENERAL GUATEMALAN REQUIREMENTS 
FOR IMPORTING MUNITIONS LEGALLY INTO THE COUNTRY. THE 
REGULATIONS REFLECT A LAW WHICH DISTINGUISHES BETWEEN 
"OFFENSIVE" AND "DEFENSIVE" WEAPONS, THE LATTER 
INCLUDING SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLES. ALTHOUGH A LICENSE IS 
REQUIRED FOR THE IMPORT OF A "DEFENSIVE" WEAPON, COL. DE 
LEON SAID THAT HIS OFFICE HAD LITTLE LEGAL GROUNDS FOR 
DENYING THE IMPORT OF SUCH A WEAPON PROVIDING THE 
IMPORTER COULD MEET ALL THE REQUIREMENTS FOR GUN 
OWNERSHIP. IN PARTICULAR, HE EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC AR-15 RIFLES, NOW BEING IMPORTED, 
UTILIZED IN CONJUNCTION WITH NIGHTSCOPES (THE LATTER NOT 
DESTRICTED IN ANY WAY BY GUATEMALAN LAW). COL. DE LEON 
INDICATED THAT A BILL HAS BEEN PUT BEFORE THE CONGRESS 
TO FURTHER LIMIT THE DEFINITION OF "DEFENSIVE" WEAPONS, 


a 
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BUT HE SAW LITTLE PROSPECT FOR IMMEDIATE PASSAGE. HE 
PLAINLY WISHED USG HELP IN THE MEANTIME IN RESTRICTING 
THE IMPORT OF PARTICULARLY LETHAL WEAPONS HE WAS UNABLE 
TO PROHIBIT. 


ees ia ii i ie is eee 


—_ oe ee ee ieee ees ese ee 


S. THE MILITARY’S CURRENT INVENTORY OF SMALL ARMS ARE 
ABOUT FIFTY PERCENT U.S. ORIGIN, BUT PURCHASES SINCE THE 
ARMS EMBARGO WENT INTO EFFECT HAVE GONE TO OTHER 
COUNTRIES. WE SEE LITTLE LIKELIHOOD THE MILITARY WOULD 
TRY TO SKIM OFF ARMS FROM PRIVATE DEALERS WHEN IT COULD 
GO DIRECTLY TO MANUFACTURERS IN OTHER COUNTRIES AND BUY 
IN STANDARDIZED BULK. OUR BEST INFORMATION INDICATES 
THAT ALL MILITARY SOURCING OF WEAPONS IS DONE ABOVE 
BOARD AND THEREFORE FROM NON-U.S. SOURCES. AS FOR THE 
PAC’S, THEY USE DECADES OLD MAUSERS AND M-1‘S PROVIDED 
BY THE ARMY, THOUGH SOME CAMPESINO MEMBERS ALSO CARRY 
THEIR OWN PRIVATE WEAPONS. 
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6. WE HAVE NO HARD EVIDENCE ON U.S. WEAPONS USED IN 
POLITICALLY-MOTIVATED CRIMES, THOUGH LOGIC SUGGEST SOME 
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OF THESE ARMS HAVE BEEN EMPLOYED BY PRIVATE PERSONS TO 
COMMIT VIOLATIONS. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO TRACE EVERY 
WEAPON USED IN EVERY CRIME, ESPECIALLY AS THE VAST 
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MAJORITY OF GUNS (AND PEOPLE) INVOLVED IN CRIMINAL ACTS 
ARE NEVER LOCATED. A SAFE GUESS IS THAT NON-REGISTERED 
GUNS PURCHASED ILLEGALLY ARE THE WEAPONS OF CHOICE FOR 
PRE-MEDITATED HUMAN RIGHTS CRIMES COMMITTED BY PRIVATE 
INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS. TO DEPARTMENT’S INFORMAL 
QUESTION REGARDING 18 TO 24 INCH SHOTGUNS, WE HAVE NO 


SPECIFIC INFORMATION LINKING THIS TYPE OF WEAPON TO 
HUMAN RIGHTS CRIMES. 
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7. DEPT. ASKS FOR POST INFORMATION ON ARMS SMUGGLING AND 
IN PARTICULAR CASE REFERRED TO IN REF. C. ECONOFF 
VISITED PRIVATE IMPORT/EXPORT WAREHOUSE TO INSPECT THE 
CACHE OF WEAPONS DISCOVERED BY CUSTOMS AGENTS ON MARCH 
2, 1994. THE SHIPMENT OF 29 GUNS, PRIMARILY PISTOLS BUT 
INCLUDING TWO AUTOMATIC WEAPONS, CAME IN UNDECLARED 
HIDDEN IN A FILE CABINET AND STRONG BOX. THE SHIPMENT 
ALSO INCLUDED GUNPOWDER. POST FAXED INFORMATION ON 
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TAGS: KOMC, PHUM, ETRD, ECON, MASS, ETTC, GT 
SUBJECT: U.S. ARMS EXPORTS TO GUATEMALA 


DECLARED AMERICAN SHIPPER TO U.S. CUSTOMS MIAMI AS PER 
REF. D. THE GUATEMALAN CONSIGNEE, . SHARES AN 
ADDRESS wrru 

"A COMPANY THAT R 
SOS TT IVE BLUE LANTESI- ASSESSMENT BY POST IN OCTOBER (REF 
E). MR. CORZO IS ALSO REPORTEDLY AN ADVISOR TO 
GUATEMALAN ATTORNEY GENERAL GUERRA CAHN, IN WHOSE OFFICE 
THE LEGAL CASE IS NOW PENDING. THE WEAPONS REMAIN UNDER 
LOCK-AND-KEY -- AND A COURT ORDER -- AT THE PRIVATE 
WAREHOUSE. 


8. DECAM CHIEF DE LEON EXPRESSED CONCERN TO ECONOFF THAT 
SUCH A SHIPMENT COULD HAVE LEFT THE U.S. UNDETECTED, AND 





PAGE O02 GUATEM 03492 02 OF 02 0823472 

POST HAS RECEIVED EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN FROM OTHERS 
INVOLVED IN MUNITIONS CONTROL ABOUT THE EASE WITH WHICH 
WEAPONS LEAVE THE UNITED STATES. MOST POINT TO THE LAND 
ROUTE THROUGH MEXICO AS THE SOURCE OF UNDECLARED, 
ILLEGAL WEAPONS. 


9. REFTEL A ALSO NOTES PROPOSED SALE OF TEAR GAS 
CANISTERS, HANDCUFFS AND STUN GUNS TO GUATEMALAN 
COMMERCIAL FIRM FOR RESALE TO RANCHERS, FARMERS AND 
OTHER PRIVATE CONSUMERS. ACCORDING TO OUR UNDERSTANDING 
OF GUATEMALAN LAW, DECAM WOULD NOT BE IN A POSITION TO 
APPROVE OR DENY SUCH IMPORTS. (COMMENT: POST IS HARD 
PRESSED TO PASS JUDGMENT ON THE LOGIC OF SUCH SALE 
WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO INTERVIEW THE INTENDING IMPORTER, 
BUT WE CERTAINLY FIND THE SALE CURIOUS. GOVERNMENT 
SECURITY FORCES ARE NOTORIOUSLY SHORT OF SUCH NON-LETHAL 
CROWD CONTROL EQUIPMENT, BUT GIVEN THE GOVERNMENT’S 
LIMITED RESOURCES DIVERSION SEEMS UNLIKELY. THE WISDOM 
OF PERMITTING NON-GOVERNMENTAL ENTERPRISES ACCESS TO 
SUCH PARAPHERNALIA IS NOT CLEAR TO US. END COMMENT.) 
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US TO QUESTION GUATEMALA’S OFFICIAL FIGURES FOR LEGAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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MUNITIONS IMPORTS. IF OBTAINABLE, A COMPREHENSIVE LIST 
OF ALL CURRENTLY APPROVED MUNITIONS SALES TO GUATEMALA 
WOULD BE OF INTEREST, AS WOULD FIGURES ON THE ACTUAL 
QUANTITIES OF WEAPONS AND AMUNITION EXPORTED TO 
CUATEMALA UNDER THESE LICENSES. POST’S INVOLVEMENT IN 
U.S. MUNITIONS EXPORTS USUALLY ENDS WITH AN ASSESSMENT 
ABOUT THE PROSPECT OF DIVERSION FOR A PROPOSED SALE. WE 
ARE LARGELY UNAWARE OF WHAT SALES ARE ACTUALLY APPROVED 


AND WHAT WEAPONS ARE COMING INTO THE COUNTRY FROM THE U.S. 
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